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although the results of our  
	 Fall General Fund Drive  
		  were disappointing, 

we do understand that we are all 
feeling the effects of the economic 
downturn. Paradoxically, GWHS 
feels those effects even more so. 

We are committed to our efforts 
to support GWHS and will con-
tinue doing our best to assist our 
students and faculty during these 
very rough times. I appeal to you 
on behalf of our Board of Directors 
to contribute to our Association 
upon receiving this AlumniScope. 
If every Alumni Association mem-
ber sends $10 or more we can con-
tinue to make a difference in the 
quality of education at GWHS. 

You, our membership, are 
our sole funding source. Please 
step up to the plate and donate as 
generously as you can!

If your workplace offers 
matching funds, please inquire as 
to their requirements.

More sentimental types of do-
nations are also welcome, and 
we recently received a generous 
gift for our archives from former 
P.E. teacher Evelyn Brillhart 
Madfes: Principal Saul Madfes’ 
hand-tooled leather photo album 
with athletics photos and other 
ephemera. All contributions of 
memorabilia are appreciated, es-
pecially any documents to replace 
our records lost at the start of 
renovations in 2005.

Another way you can help us 
is by passing membership infor-
mation to non-member alumni 
and by purchasing gift member-
ships for siblings and other rela-
tives, classmates and friends. We 
especially strive to attract new 

members who have graduated in 
the last 20 years, but as we tell 
alumni at reunions and events, it’s 
never too late to join the Alumni 
Association. The more our mem-
bership grows the more we can 
help GWHS!

All membership forms are 
available on our website, or contact 
myself, V.P. Tammy Aramian 
tammy@artamstudio.com, or 
Faculty Liaison Denise Joseph  
gwhsalumni@yahoo.com for 
more information. 

The Board, teachers, students 
and staff thank you for your con-
tinuing support.

John F. Rothmann
President

From the President’s Desk

Save the Dates!
Feb. 8 – Wine Tasting – a fundraiser  

for the Richmond Dist. libraries (see pg 7)

Mar. 14 – GWHS Adult Dance – a  
fundraiser for the Class of ’09 (see pg 7)

Mar. 20 – Athletic Hall of Fame 
Induction Dinner (see pg 3)

May 20 – Hall of Merit  
Induction Dinner (see pg 5)

June 20 – All-1970s Picnic (see pg 7)

June 20 – Class of ’89 Reunion (see pg 7)

Sept. 12 – Class of S’69 Reunion (see pg 7)

GWHS’ 75th in 2011–12

W		 e are in the early stages of plans to commemorate GWHS’  
	75th anniversary in the Fall of 2011. We need your help, in 
both manpower and money, to bring these ideas to life. 

To participate in shaping events for this important GWHS  
milestone, contact 75th Anniversary Chair Penny Birdman S’65  
hrhpenny@earthlink.net

Hall of Merit

Congratulations to these 
Inductees selected by the 
GWHS Athletic Hall of 

Fame Board of Directors:

Al Nalbandian F’39: Flower stall 
owner/operator/S.F. legend,  
character actor of film and TV

Hiroshi Motomura S’70: 
Immigration legal scholar and author, 
college professor

Alan Wong S’49: Community  
activist/advocate, organization  
co-founder/director

Read a full biography on each 
inductee on Page 5.

Make plans to join us at the 
Cliff House’s Terrace Room on 
Wed., May 20, 2009, for the 
inductee dinner! Information and 
reservation form is also on Page 5.

George 
Wash-
ington 
High 
School AlumniScope

San 
Fran-
cisco 
Cali-
fornia

Save This Paper. Really.
by Tammy Aramian S’74,  
Vice President & AlumniScope Editor

W.  ithout your regular  
 donations to the 
Alumni Association 

General Fund, the Alumni-
Scope faces a dire future. 

We wouldn’t be able to 
publish it in its present form 
and bring you the GWHS 
news you request and deserve 
if we scaled back to 8 pages 
or less. Our newsletter is al-
ready the smallest of any S.F. 
public high school alumni as-
sociation. We do, however, 
continually and aggressively 
explore printing and mailing 
cost-saving options.

One of those options is e-
mail delivery. Our first test last 
August had mixed results. Most 
of the 50 recipients did not 
open their e-mail, and we have 
no way of knowing if those  
e-mails landed in the member’s 
“junk” or “spam” folder or 
were merely overlooked. 

Even so, we’d only achieve 
tangible savings of e-mail over 
printing if the number of e-mail 
recipients increased by a factor 
of 20, AND if e-mail recipients 
donate regularly, otherwise 
we’ve negated the savings.

The volunteer services of a 
web designer to create e-mail 
blasts would also be welcome.

E-mail recipients also may 
neglect to inform us when 
they change e-mails or move. 
We want to maintain a current 
address for all members in 
case we must send mail, and 
for reunion committees. 

If you’re willing to be a 
regularly-donating, address-
updating e-mail recipient, 
please indicate on your remit-
tance envelope, or e-mail me or 
Denise. Be sure to add both of 
those e-mail addresses to your 
address book to ensure that 
you receive our e-mails. With 
your help, e-mails can work!









You’re Invited
P	 lease join us in honoring our  

inductees May 20, at the 5° audi-
torium assembly after lunch (contact 
Denise Joseph) or at the Cliff 
House Terrace Room; 6:00 
cocktails, 7:00 dinner. We’re 
excited to have two events for 
your Hall of Merit participation 
and look forward to seeing you!

Reserve dinner seats with this 
form, or 1-800-838-3006 or https:// 
www.brownpapertickets.com/
producer/12352 We’ll also mail a 
small number of invitations; provide 
info ASAP for anyone we should add 
to Tammy Aramian 650-281-8277 
or tammy@artamstudio.com

Hall of Merit Induction Dinner
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 — No-host cocktails 6:00pm — Dinner & program 7:00pm

Reservation deadline May 1. Tickets will be held at the door. Non-refundable.

Please reserve _______ seat(s) at $75 each (includes 3-course dinner; please indicate your entree choice)

Hiroshi Motomura S’70 is an influential 
scholar and teacher of immigration and citizenship 
law. He co-authored two casebooks, Immigration 
and Citizenship and Forced Migration. His 
2006 book Americans in Waiting was placed on 
the U.S. State Department’s Suggested Reading 
List for Foreign Service Officers and won the 
Professional and Scholarly Publishing Award from 
the Association of American Publishers as the 
year’s best book in Law and Legal Studies. He has 

published many 
articles and es-
says, testified as 
an expert before 
Congress, served 
as co-counsel or 
volunteer con-
sultant in federal 
appeals court 
and Supreme 
Court cases, has 
been a member 
of the American 
Bar Association’s 

Commission on Immigration, and was appointed 
as an advisor to the Obama-Biden Transition 
Team’s Working Group on Immigration Policy.

Before joining the UCLA Law faculty in 2008, 
he taught at Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
Univ. of Colorado, Boulder and was visiting 
professor at Hokkaido Univ. in Japan and Univ. 
of Michigan Law School.  His teaching awards 
include American Academy in Berlin’s first Lloyd 
Cutler Fellow, Univ. of Colorado’s 1997 President’s 
Teaching Scholar (their highest teaching dis-
tinction), and Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill’s 2008 Distinguished Teaching Award for 
Post-Baccalaureate Instruction. 

He earned his BA at Yale in 1974 and his 
law degree at UC Berkeley’s Boalt Hall in 1978.

Alan Wong S’49 has been a community ad-
vocate even prior to GWHS where he organized 
Asian events. After a brief stint as a youth coun-
selor, he worked at various YMCA branches, ulti-
mately becoming Executive Director of the China-
town branch. Between ASIAN, Inc. posts as Direc-
tor of Programs and Director of Business Develop-
ment, he was Self Help for the Elderly’s Executive 
Director, and later served as Executive Director 
of the Chinatown Economic Development Center.

He co-founded Self Help for the Elderly, 
ASIAN, Inc., and the S.F. Chinese Cultural 
Center. He is or has been on the board of doz-
ens of organizations involved in educational, 
Chinese community, aging, and religious affairs. 
Following his initial appointment to the post by 
Mayor Feinstein, he was twice re-elected as a S.F. 
Community College board member.

Alan served in the U.S. Army in the 1950s 
and earned a Masters in Social Work and Commu-

nity Develop-
ment at SFSU, 
at which he lec-
tured in Asian 
American Studies 
classes in the 
early 1970s.

H e  a n d 
wife Rachel live 
on Cathedral 
Hill. Their two 
chi ldren are 
Kimberly ’80 
and Kevin.

Albert Nalbandian F’39 has made  
contributions to two very different fields.  
As the owner 
and operator of 
the Stockton and 
Geary flower 
stand adjacent 
to Louis Vuitton 
( t h e  f o r m e r  
I. Magnin) for 
over 50 years, 
Al has become 
a legendary San 
Francisco fix-
ture. When for-
mer Richmond 
District Supervisor Jake McGoldrick proposed 
changes to the flower stand permitting process 
last year to the detriment of Al and other long-
time sellers, the City rose to their defense. 

After earning a Drama degree at USF he 
had a successful character actor career, with 
memorable roles as hearty-handshaking Hank 
Anderson in American Graffiti, the lodge 
member who adjourned the meeting in Peggy 
Sue Got Married, the jury foreman who in-
sisted Preston Tucker be allowed to speak in 
Tucker: The Man and His Dream, and 
Principal McGee in Jack.

His other credits include So I Married 
an Axe Murderer, James and the Giant 
Peach, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, The 
Conversation, Dead Heat on a Merry-Go-
Round, Pal Joey and several episodes of The 
Streets of San Francisco TV series.

Al still lives in the Richmond District with 
his wife Ayda. His brother Harvey F’42 also 
plys the flower trade at the stand their father 
opened in 1915 on Market and Powell.

_____ Chicken
Organic oven roasted breast of chicken, Yukon 

mashed potatoes, chives, fresh vegetables

_____ Salmon
Porcini dusted salmon in Pinot Noir sauce,  

fresh herb polenta, braised spinach

_____ Vegetarian
Roasted butternut squash ravioli, sage butter sauce, 
tomato and wild mushrooms with Parmesan cheese

 I am including an additional contribution     I cannot attend and am sending a contribution    towards Hall of Merit expenses.

 $1000      $500      $250      $100      $50      $25      Other amount $_____________

Total Enclosed $____________

Your Name _ _______________________________ 	 Year of Graduation ____________

Guest(s) Name _ _____________________________ 	 Year of Graduation ____________

Address _ ___________________________________________________________

City _ ____________________________________ 	 State ______ 	 Zip __________

Phone _ ___________________________ 	 Email ____________________________
Make your check payable, and mail this form with your check, to: GWHS Alumni Association, 600 32nd Ave., San Francisco, CA 94121–2733
Or purchase seats with your credit card through Brown Paper Tickets at 1-800-838-3006 or www.brownpapertickets.com.
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2009 Hall of Merit
The Alumni Association Board of Directors proudly presents our 2009 GWHS Hall of Merit inductees
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